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Since the Tango became popular, an extraordinary number of dark-skinned
young men have appeared in New York as teachers of the Argentinian dance,
and who claim to have come from South of the Rio de la Plata. Doubting
Thomases assert that the arrival of these dusky young Tangoists dates from the
first of recent Mexican revolutions, and unmask them as refugees from the
other side of the Rio Grande.

A new criminal profession, that of the "Tango Pirates/7 invaded New
York City in 1915. The New York Times of May 30,1915, carried these
headlines:

TANGO PIRATES INFEST BROADWAY

Afternoon Dances Develop a New Kind of Parasite Whose
Victims Are the Unguarded Daughters of the Rich

The story recounted how "young fellows wearing a silk hat, tilted at an
angle of forty-five degrees, cutaway coats and spats" took advantage of
the pleasure-seeking New York females. "They never spend money on
the girls. The girls pay for everything, for the lunches, drinks, motor
cars, etc. All these Tango pirates are victims of the drug habit. They often
teach the girls to take cocaine. The Tango pirate does not try to seduce
these rich girls$ he just wants their money."

The importation of the Tango into Imperial Japan was, in some un-
fathomable manner, a follow-up of an illicit love affair between a scion
of New York society and a married woman, and involved a global chase
after the couple by a famous correspondent. The correspondent could not
persuade the scion to leave the lady of his choice. The couple took to ap-
pearing as Tango-dancers, and the Tango became the rage of Japan.

Guglielmo Ferrero, the great Italian sociologist, commented sagely
upon the Tango:

The ease with which these frivolous dances spread among all classes of people
should not lead us to unwarranted pessimistic deductions. Possibly, at an earlier
period of history, the popularity of the Tango would not have been so rapid and
so universal, and its devotees would not have been so numerous. But they might
have gone beyond the Tango on the road to evil.

The medical properties of the Tango came under discussion when Dr.
Boehme of New York City announced, in April 1914, the appearance of
a new disease, the Tango foot, which he described as being akin to such